St Mary’s Catholic Primary School, Marnhull
St Mary’s Explorers – Year R
Spring 2018
Happy New Year!! It’s is great to be back, the children have told me all about their Christmas
holidays, it sounds like you all had fun! I have been really impressed with the children’s enthusiasm on
their return to school and we have got straight back into learning. Our new topic is ‘Peering into the
Past’, we plan to visit the past through story and imaginative play. We will be reflecting particularly
on the history of the railways and trains.
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How you can help your child:
Reading:
Every child will read as part of a small group in class once a week in addition to being heard
individually. Hearing your child read at home is really important as this regular practice will help them
to progress both in their reading and writing. When reading with your child encourage them to sound
out words and then blend them together. At the back of their reading book is a bookmark with tricky
words on it. These words must be learnt so that the children can recognise them in their reading.
Please record in your child’s reading diary when you have worked on reading at home. Now that the
children have reading books, they are able to work towards our reading certificates. If they manage
to read 4 times a week for ten weeks then they receive a certificates in celebration assembly.
Writing:
At this early stage of writing we encourage have a go writing in school, the children attempt to write
words by saying all the sounds they can hear in a word and trying to write them down. It is great for
children to see adults modelling writing – let them help you with your shopping list, notes to family
members or even when you write in their reading record. It’s lovely to see examples of children’s
writing that they have done at home – this can be done through Tapestry or by bringing writing into
school.
Spelling: If you would like to practise spelling at home you could use the key word cards that come
home and see if your child can remember how to spell them.
Maths: Have some fun with Maths at home – Can the children count the number of steps up to bed?
Can they find numbers around the house? Can they count out the right cutlery to lay the table? Can
the children share out treats equally? Get the children to pay for items in a shop using a few coins.
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It’s really great to see evidence of the children’s home learning on tapestry. It’s easy to add a photo
and comment using a mobile or tablet.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to come in and see me.
Many thanks,
Mrs Ellie Myatt

